GUIDE TO RESEARCH BY SUBJECT

The catalogue is divided into different directories (200 China, 300 Korea, 400 Japan, and so on), each containing other directories or files (203 Chinese painting, 205 Chinese sculpture, etc.), which may contain more subdivisions. This means that numbers between 200 e 299 always identify a text about China, numbers between 300 and 399 always identify a text about Korea, and so on.

In shelf marks, “a”, “b” and “c” (e.g. 203 Gc 14, 400 HOKUSAI c 11) identify:
b – Museum and collection catalogues
c – Catalogues of exhibitions
a – Texts that are not catalogues of collections or exhibitions

For example: from shell mark 203 Dc 7 you can understand that the book is about China (200), more precisely about Chinese painting (203), more precisely an exhibition catalogue (c) about Chinese Ming painting (203 D); number 7 does not add further information about the text, being an identifying progressive number. 

[] – All that is between square parentheses [] is an Italian translation of the title of the book and is not part of the original title. 

* - An asterisk following the shelf mark (e.g. 202 Aa 5 *) means 

that our library owns the text in double copy.  

When you are looking for a particular subject (e.g. “Chinese Ming painting”), you should consider that probably not all the useful texts for your research are classified under 203 D Ming painting; an interesting text about Ming painting could be part of a series of many volumes about, let us say, Chinese art: so you have to go to the directory called Series, and check the file labelled Series index. You might want to check section 103 Painting of East Asia as well, because under the label 100 East Asia (and sub-directories) you will probably find texts also dealing with Chinese Ming painting. 

In section marked with 000 General you find a few texts not expressly concerned with East Asia, but maybe useful for comparison.

Sections marked with 150, 250, 350, 450, labelled Non-art, include 

texts about subjects which are different from figurative arts: in other words, texts about literature, theatre, philosophy, religion, history, geography, anthropology, economics, science etc.  

In Japanese books titles, we have always chosen to transliterate “Nihon” instead of “Nippon”
